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Since November 2019 Solar Citizens has been working across Queensland 
to build support for renewable energy and secure commitments from the 
Queensland government that will drive the energy transition. 

The upcoming Federal Election is a unique opportunity to escalate this 
work and achieve policy commitments from both Queensland and Federal 
governments.

Solar Citizens has been given the opportunity to secure $50,000 in funding 
from a donor to grow our campaign for clean energy in regional Queensland; 
however, this additional funding is contingent on us being able to raise funds 
to match this donation. Securing the additional $100,000 for our campaign will 
enable us to hire a community organiser in Townsville and pay for additional 
campaign tactics such as advertising.

SUMMARY

 A
Townsville residents at our Clean Energy Hub shopfront in the Townsville CBD, September 2020.
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CAMPAIGN CONTEXT
In 2020, Queensland trailed behind other States in new renewable energy 
generation coming online. This was due to the small number of renewable projects 
progressing through the pipeline successfully in the previous years – a failure of 
both State and Federal policies. 

However over the course of 2020, Solar Citizens’ campaigning efforts helped 
drive announcements from the State government and state-owned generators 
that will see approximately 3,000MW of new renewable generation and storage 
come online by 2025 – but to position Queensland to reach 100% renewables 
by 2030, at least an additional 2,000MW needs to come online every year. 

However, many of the issues that were stalling the private sector from financing 
new renewable energy generation in 2019 are still stalling the industry – making 
these targets extremely difficult to achieve without further government 
intervention. 

The Queensland and Federal governments need to coordinate and fund new 
renewable energy generation, storage and transmission infrastructure however 
they currently lack adequate political ambition to achieve this within the time 
frame necessary to avoid the worst impacts of climate change.

Australia’s climate and energy wars have raged for well over a decade, primarily 
because the public has been told repeatedly that action on climate change will 
hurt their hip pocket, and put the economy and jobs at risk – particularly in 
regional areas.

Following the 2019 federal election, a narrative solidified that Queenslanders had 
voted against action on climate change. For Australia to adopt ambitious climate 
and renewable energy policy this narrative has to be deconstructed. It’s essential 
that regional Queenslanders, especially in swinging federal seats like Herbert 
(Townsville), see the significant economic and employment opportunities that can 
be unlocked by government investment in abundant renewable energy. This will 
enable both federal and state decision makers to increase their climate and clean 
energy ambition.



4
100% Renewable Community Campaign 
ABN: 13 753 514 032

Since commencing work in Townsville in early 2020, we’ve seen the local conversation 
shift. Influential local stakeholders like Townsville Enterprise and the Townsville City 
Council, who were outspoken supporters of Adani, are now calling for the development 
of renewable manufacturing and projects like CopperString 2.0 that will allow more clean 
energy to come online. 

In the months leading up to the Queensland State election, the government committed to 
three Renewable Energy Zones for Queensland – one in North Queensland. Townsville will 
benefit from the development of this REZ in the form of local renewable energy jobs, and a 
cheap source of power for new renewable energy industries, such as minerals processing for 
batteries. However progress on the development of the REZ is not proceeding quickly, and 
needs further local support to drive ambition.

Our campaign aims to galvanise local support for renewable energy development and make 
the clean energy transition a key election issue. We will do this by building a grassroots 
support base and shifting the story across the State, with a focus on Townsville, and 
counteracting the misinformation from key figures in the Federal Government that is driving 
fear about the transition away from fossil fuels.

WHY TOWNSVILLE?

2 https://www.townsville.qld.gov.au/about-council/news-and-publications/media-releases/2020/september/lansdown-ticks-all-the-boxes,  
 A map of land currently allocated in the Landsdown Eco-Industrial Precinct is available here.

 
“Damn fine opportunity” - JCU Electrical Engineering student Ellen Sacilotto 

at the Ross River Solar Farm, near Kelso.
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CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVES

 

Over the next year, our campaign aims to achieve the following objectives: 

The Queensland Government delivers on their existing renewable energy promises and 
then goes further, by:

• Accelerating the delivery of the three committed Renewable Energy Zones, with at 
least 2000MW of new large-scale renewable energy generation coming online in each 
zone byl 2025.

• Allocating the additional $2 billion in funding for publicly owned renewable energy over 
this term of government, rather than the 10 year period currently planned. 

Prior to the next Federal election, all political parties commit to:

• Transition Townsville into a ‘Renewable Energy Industry Precinct’ via industry grants 
and other forms of government support.

• Provide $100 million in additional funding for renewable hydrogen.

• Underwrite Queensland renewable infrastructure, including at least one Renewable 
Energy Zone.
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We’ll work to create political space for both the State and Federal governments to 
hasten the energy transition by demonstrating to decision makers that there’s strong 
regional community support for more renewable energy jobs and investment.

Our campaign will position the positive opportunities of the clean energy transition as a 
key election issue.

In Townsville, we will achieve this by hiring a local organiser to grow our on-the-ground 
supporter base, hold community events and actions, and run a shop front in the centre of 
town. Some of the key tactics that we’ll deploy include:

• Building a local coalition calling for Federal and State funding to support the North 
Queensland Renewable Energy Zone and the Townsville Renewable Energy Industry 
Precinct.

• Hosting a Townsville Clean Energy Summit alongside the Smart Energy Council 
where Queensland Energy Minister Mick de Brenni is invited as a keynote speaker as 
well as local renewable champions and business leaders.

• Re-opening our shopfront in the centre of Townsville - an organiser is crucial for this 
project.

• Grassroots community engagement through stalls and shopfront events that will 
grow our local support base.

• Holding community events at our shopfront in the Townsville CBD to skill up 
volunteers and grow our supporter base.

• Outdoor and online advertising with a positive renewable energy message.

• Working with the Climate Media Centre on a tour for journalists covering the Federal 
Election in Queensland 

TACTICS
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BUDGET

Budget break down for $100,000 matched campaign contribution  

 

Item

Organiser wages 

+ Super 

Organiser travel 

Contribution to tactical budget 

 

 

Amount

80,000

 

8,000 

5,000 

7,000

Solar Citizens has secured the majority of the funding required to carry out our plans for 
the Queensland campaign over the next year, however we are yet to secure funding for 
an organiser in Townsville to build power in the lead up to the federal election. A donor 
has offered us an additional $50,000 contingent on us receiving matched donations from 
other funders.
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