
 

 
 

Reaching New Audiences - Raise The Age 
A collaboration with #RaiseTheAge and Change the Record.  

 
 
THE CAMPAIGN 

In a given year across Australia, close to 600 children aged 10 to 13 years are locked up and 
thousands more are hauled through the criminal legal system. 

Australia’s low age of minimum criminal responsibility is well out of step with international 
standards. Every state and territory in Australia currently imprisons children as young as 10 
years old. The global median age of criminal responsibilty is 14 years old. Australia’s practice of 
imprisonning children has been the focus of international condemnation.  
 
Children aged 10 to 13 years old are going through significant growth and development, and 
treating them like criminals through early contact with the criminal justice system can lead to 
irreparable harm and long term damage. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are 
disproportionately impacted by these laws and pushed into prison cells at even higher rates, 
accounting for 65 per cent of younger children in prisons. 
 
It’s time for the federal, state and territory governments to do what’s right and change 
the laws to raise the age of criminal responsibility, so children aged 10 to 13 years are 
not sent to prison in Australia. 
 
Children belong in classrooms and playgrounds, not in handcuffs, courtrooms or prison cells. 
The best way to prevent future offending, to make our communities safer and to give children 
the best possible chance of a good life, is to support and build the capacity of families, engage 
and support kids to stay in school, address family violence and housing instability, and identify 
and respond to health and disability needs. 
 
The Raise the Age campaign calls on all Australian governments to raise the age at which 
children can be arrested or locked up from 10 to 14 years. Every child deserves to be healthy 
and to reach their potential. 
 
It has become clear to the Raise the Age campaign that there will not be national consensus on 
raising the age. The Commonwealth Government have indicated that they will not support such 
a move. However, states and territories are able to ‘go at it alone’ and we have pivoted our work 
to focus on convincing each jurisdictions to change the laws over the next 5 years. We have 
already successfully convinced the ACT Government to raise the age, and we expect them to 
pass legislation late this year. We have built coalitions of local organisations (health, legal, 
service providers and Aboriginal Controlled Community Organisations) in each state and 
territory to get state and territory governments over the line.  

https://www.raisetheage.org.au/


 

 
 
THE CAMPAIGNERS 
 
This campaign has been developed by a coalition of legal, medical and social justice 
organisations, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community owned organisations. 
This group includes National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Services, Australian 
Indigenous Doctors Association, Change the Record, Human Rights Law Centre, Law Council 
of Australia, Amnesty International Australia, Australian Medical Association, Royal Australasian 
College of Physicians and Public Health Association of Australia. 
 
MESSAGE TESTING COMPLETE 
 
Change the Record, the Human Rights Law Centre and the National Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Legal Service have spent the last six months commissioning a body of research 
on how to communicate about young people, the criminal justice system and raising the age of 
criminal responsibility. The research consisted of a review of existing national and international 
messaging work, discourse analysis of how key stakeholders are speaking about the issues 
(politicans, police, media etc.) and focus groups in regional and urban areas in QLD, WA and 
Victoria.  
 
This research has concluded and we have gained some useful insights, including:  

• There is still a low level of public awareness that 10 year old children can be imprisoned 
in Australia 

• The majority of people agree that children as young as 10 years old should not be 
imprisoned and the age of criminal responsibility should be raised  

• People believe there should be consequences for poor behaviour and do not understand 
what alternatives to prison look like  

• There is a tendency to blame parents / family disfunction rather than government or 
service gaps for children’s’ involvement in the criminal justice system  

• People are upset to find out that the majority of government ‘justice’ funding goes into 
imprisonment, not diversion or other alternatives  

 
This research has provided us with a useful basis upon which to build key messages and 
communications frames with our target audiences. 
 
NOW: USING THE FINDINGS 
 
Proposed strategy 1: PARTNERING WITH IN MY BLOOD IT RUNS  
 
In addition to building on the research, we are committed to using the public momentum that we 
have built over the last 12 months to ensure raising the age remains a salient issue in the public 
consciousness. So far we have done this only via ‘earned media’ and our organisations’ organic  
 



 

 
 
social media followings. We have not had funding for paid traditional or social media. To take 
our message to new audiences, a paid media boost would be invaluable.  
 
We have the opportunity to produce a series of online, TV and radio advertisements that feature 
the voices and stories of children and their parents calling for the age to be raised with the In My 
Blood It Runs film crew. These advertisements will offer strength-based stories - revealing the 
wisdom and strength of young people who have faced the justice system. 
 
Importantly, they will address lingering confusion and uncertainty as to what actual alternatives 
there are to the current punitive systems. Some politicians are seeking more information, 
asking: What happens to a child under 14 years that commits an offence? What are the 
alternatives? The stories will: 
 

● Reframe the conversation to focus on upstream solutions such as education  
● Understand the bigger picture of where and why youth disengagement occurs 
● Focus on love and care of families  
● Platform and support community/grassroots orgs already offering alternative services  
● Challenge the idea that locking up kids is a viable solution by allowing public to see, hear 

and feel what is transformative for those with lived experience 
 
At the end of each video there will be a Campaign Tagline/Call to Action, delivered by a 
celebrity ambassador of #RTA. 
 
We are seeking funding to produce and disseminate these powerful stories of lived experience. 
 
TIMELINE 
 
We have the ability to start this work immediately – but we do not yet have the resources. In My 
Blood It Runs are keen to use 2021 to work with Change the Record and Raise the Age to 
deepen and broaden community understanding, support and activity around Raise the Age.  
 
Feb – June: Change the Record has partnered with University of Melbourne students to 
supervise a course where students are resarching potential programs and projects we could 
highlight as alternatives to the criminal justice system for 1-0 – 14 year olds.  
June: identify key programs and work with In My Blood It Runs to conduct high level interviews 
with selected programs in target locations (funding will determine the number of sites we can 
profile) 
July: In My Blood It Runs film crew and Change the Record meet with key programs to identify 
spokesperson, collaboratively develop story arc for the advertisement and negotiate any 
sensitivities and duty of care issues.  
August – September: site visits and filming  
September – November: post production and distrubution  

https://inmyblooditruns.com/
https://inmyblooditruns.com/


 

 
 
(Timeline may vary depending on number of films, whether produced in tandem or one at a 
time, etc.)  
 
 
Proposed strategy 2: MOBILISING OUR SUPPORTERS 
 
Our final pillar of work is in reaching and mobilising our supporters to take powerful and effective 
action. This requires a combination of both online infrastructure to support their recruitment and 
action-taking, and offline organisers to mobilise community groups, individuals and 
stakeholders.  
 
Currently, our primary action taking device is an online petition where over 180,000 have 
pledged their support to raise the age. With funding, we can convert these action-takers into 
advocates who could use online tools to email and call their MPs, log responses with us so we 
can track how different MPs are responding to calls to raise the age and contact individiuals in 
particular postcodes for electorate-based actions. These are low cost, but high reward, additions 
to our online capacity which would require a low level of ongoing funding.  
 
Right now there is a small but vocal ‘law-and-order’ constituency that is opposed to raising the 
age, but our research tells us that when most people become aware that ten year olds can be 
imprisoned in Australia, they are shocked and dismayed.  
 
We are seeking funding to mobilise a bigger and more diverse constituency of supporters who 
want to see the law changed to keep young children out of the criminal justice system. 
 
 
TIMELINE 
 
May – June: Engage technical and communications support to redraft website copy.  
June: Engage a web developer to build new functionality – email MP tool, develop social media 
plug ins so supporters can add frames to their social media, easily tag and contact MPs on 
social media, and add online  offline tool that allows supporters to pledge their commitment to 
host an event etc. which we can then follow up with local, state-based support.  
July: add visual elements (photos and videos ideally from the In My Blood It Runs project to 
make the website more engaging)  
 
FUNDING REQUEST 
 
$100,000 would allow us to build our online capacity and create a range of powerful resources, 
informed by our message research. 
 
 



 

 
 
The Australian Communities Foundation Impact Fund has pledged $10,000 toward this goal, 
and we have an anonymous donor matching contributions up to $60,000 until the end of the 
financial year meaning $20,000 has now been secured.  
 
We are seeking the final $40,000 from the ACF community, which will be matched to 
$80,000 and fulfil our budget. We welcome contributions of any size and while Change the 
Record is yet to secure DGR status, we are able to accept donations via ACOSS that are tax 
deductible.  
 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 
To make a contribution, contact georgia@communityfoundation.org.au.  
To discuss the campaign in more detail, contact sophie@changetherecord.org.au  
 
https://www.raisetheage.org.au/  
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